President’s Message April 2023

ArHIMA Celebrates 75 years!

This year at our annual meeting we are celebrating the completion of 75 years of
service to our members who use their hearts and talent for healthcare all across the
natural state.

The AHIMA organization we represent in Arkansas can trace its origin back to 1928
when the American College of Surgeons established the Association of Record
Librarians of North America. (Librarians, mind you, my how times have changed). At
that time, the objective was to "elevate the standards of clinical records in hospitals and
other medical institutions."

Since then, AHIMA founding members, under the leadership of Grace Whiting Myers
lead health information management through the many fields of complex, nuances and
every changing ties we’ve experienced in our profession. Myers and the other founders
of the association would be amazed to see us in Arkansas now. They would not be
surprised by the active roles that our members have in our state’s healthcare today.

The Arkansas component of AHIMA was established in 1947, when Josephine Knowles
took the lead for our state to become our first association president. Since then, our
state organization influenced the many changes that have occurred over the past 75
years throughout all aspects of healthcare in this great state. In the early years, our
organization’s focus was on the maintenance of health records, but we quickly moved
forward with the times and ushered in the creation of rigorous standards to officially be
known as experts in medical record administration.

Then our title changed to the American Medical Record Association in the 1970s.
Hospitals and community health centers all across Arkansas began to actively recruit
association members to manage complex programs such as Medicare. An added
component to our profession that forever changed our professional pathways. It was in
this era we began to see an increase in demand in our industry to provide credentials
and education to prepare our industry for the challenges we faced in a growing field of
opportunities.



It was in the 1990s when data analytics and technology began to affect healthcare's
momentum. The association changed its name once again to the American Health
Information Management Association. This title distinguished us among other ranking
organizations and most accurately captures the influence clinical data has on the entire
arena of care. From the physician’s office, the hospital and beyond.

Now in the 21st century, we find ourselves at the forefront of raising awareness about
the importance of transformational change to become leaders in our state for health
information exchange. And to advocate for stronger oversight on privacy & security in
our electronic environments. We are no strangers to change as we continue to evolve
and we are now known as Health Information Professionals with a wide variety of skill
sets required to keep up the demands of our industry.

Today we are ArHIMA (#we are ArHIMA) and we fill in the gaps in our industry by
providing health information when and where it's needed. May we continue to serve as
a lighthouse for professionals who are working to turn health information into healthcare
intelligence.



