President’s Message — November 2025

Dear ArHIMA Members,

Last month, | had the honor of participating in the AHIMA House of Delegates meeting in
Minneapolis, Minnesota. | was joined by Arkansas Delegates - Sherry Slay, Amber
Simpson, President-Elect Brenda Bourg, and Second Year Director Bryce Miller.

There was spirited and productive debate on the proposed amendments. One key change,
which passed unanimously, was:

e Aproposalto House of Delegates to amend the Bylaws may be initiated by the
Board of Directors, a Component Association (CA), and/or any professional member
at any time that is at least 60 days prior to the House of Delegates meeting at which
a vote on the proposalis to be taken. AHIMA’s internal review shall be completed,
and compilation of all proposals shall be sent to the HOD members within 30 days
prior to the meeting where the vote will occur.

This change provides CAs with valuable time to review proposed amendments and gather
feedback from their delegations. In the past, delegates had limited time to review and
discuss amendment proposals prior to voting, so this new process represents a significant
and positive improvement.

Have you logged on to AHIMA.org lately? Please visit Advocacy and then Take Action to
easily contact Arkansas leaders in support of key legislation, including:

e Match IT Act of 2025
e Health Care Workforce Innovation Act of 2025

e Improving Seniors’ Timely Access to Care Act of 2025

The process is quick and simple - just enter your name, address, and email. The system
automatically identifies your elected officials and provides a pre-written advocacy email to
send on your behalf.

The Board of Directors, Program Committee, and Arrangements Committee are hard at
work planning next year’s ArHIMA Conference. The venue is booked at the Chenal Event
Center, most speakers are confirmed, and we’re excited to have a theme selected for the
event.

We look forward to seeing everyone again and sharing another great conference
experience!



Lee Ann Barton, MPH, RHIA, CCS, CDIP, CHPS

ArHIMA President, 2025-2026



